
MERI SQUARES NEWSLETTER 

March 13, 2022 

 

Hello Meri Squares members: 

I hope everyone survived today with the loss of an hour’s sleep. I know my good intentions were to go to bed an 

hour early so I would not lose the time BUT… had a sleepover with my grandson and we watched a movie and 

read a book together and then I had to tidy up after an afternoon of play…and well, I did not quite make it to 

bed on time. But had a good time. 

Come Celebrate with Us! – St-Patrick’s Day-March 17 

This week, our Thursday dance falls on St. Patrick’s Day. We are encouraging everyone to come decked out in 

their best green. It is time to celebrate being back on the dance floor and together! 

For the first time, we are asking people to bring treats to share, if you want to. If you would like to contribute, 

please bring your offering in individual serving pieces on a serving dish. This way only you and the person 

serving themselves will be in contact with the food. Although we all know by now that COVID is an air-

transmitted disease, we still want to be cautious. Please bring your own beverage. 

You will be able to remove your masks to eat and drink, but we will be spacing chairs to provide distance while 

masks are removed. We want to celebrate but we will do it carefully. 

We miss you! 

Since we started dancing again two weeks ago, attendance has been less than when we danced in the fall, even 

though COVID numbers are down. If there is something the Club can do to make you more comfortable to 

return to dancing, please let us know. We are hoping to get all members who are able back on the dance floor 

this spring to brush off our skills and get ready for a regular season in September. We have heard from some of 

you that personal responsibilities will delay your return. We understand and will be happy to see you whenever 

it becomes possible. For the rest of you…we hope to see you soon! Every Thursday night at 7:30 pm. 

Mark you calendar 

March 31, 2022: We will stop dancing at 9:10 to allow for our second discussion of introducing Social Square 

Dancing (SSD) in the fall and its potential impact on Meri Squares dancers. We provided everyone with 

materials on SSD last fall. Those materials can be found in the December 5, 2021 Newsletter at 

http://merisquares.ca/December%205,%202021.pdf . Please have a look at them and come with your questions 

on March 31. 

Annual General Meeting, April 28, 2022: On April 28, we will stop dancing at 9:00 pm and hold our first in-

person Annual General Meeting in two years. At this meeting we will elect our Executive members for 2022-

2023 and formally vote on the introduction of SSD. We will also be looking for people to join a special 

Publicity Committee to work on how to promote SSD and indeed, square dancing in general as we return to 

regular dancing in September.  

As Meri Squares members, your input and your effort are needed to ensure the Club flourishes moving forward. 

Please plan to join us for the meeting at 9:00 pm. 

  

http://merisquares.ca/December%205,%202021.pdf


Vacant Executive Positions 

At this time, we are still searching for one or two people who are interested in joining the Executive in the Vice-

President position. While not mandatory, the Vice-President has historically moved into the President position 

after two years. Meri Squares is a member-run club. If members do not step up to take on Executive positions, 

we will not have the strong leadership we need to thrive moving forward.  

We also need one or two people to assume the Social Coordinator position. As we look to resume regular dance 

activities in the fall, we will need one or two enthusiastic people to handle nightly refreshments, monthly social 

events, and perhaps event come up with some new ways to make being a member of Meri Squares even more 

fun!  

If you are interested in any Executive position, please check out the Constitution (meriquares.ca/Club 

information/Club Constitution) which contains job descriptions for all positions. And feel free to speak to any 

Executive members for more insight. 

Other dancing opportunities… 

Contemporary Square Dancing: Most of you will have seen Wendy’s EOSARDA bulletin about her 

Contemporary Square Dance opportunity. The first event will be on March 27 at 2:30 pm at Ellwood Hall, Jim 

Durrell Recreational Centre, 1265 Walkley Road (just east of Bank). You can contact Wendy at 

WENDYGVANDERMEULEN@GMAIL.COM for more information. Everyone, regardless of experience (or 

not) is welcome. 

VEER NORTH 

A wonderful full weekend of square dancing with dancers from across Canada and the United States. This event 

is sponsored by the Ottawa Date Squares and runs Easter weekend, April 14 (Trail in Dance) to April 17. If you 

can’t come for the whole weekend, come for a day or evening dance. Check out 

https://mcusercontent.com/bb9a73d950f5ca1db309e85f1/files/982de9ef-9c73-ea15-046c-

eec4454c8e2f/VN_Newsletter_1.pdf for all the details. 

In closing 

Please let all your fellow square dancers know that Meri Squares is back dancing. Everyone with proof of three 

vaccines is welcome. Masks are still required throughout the dance. I know that can be a deterrent but those 

who are dancing find it is not an issue…come give it a try! See you Thursday, March 17 to celebrate the 

Luck of the Irish! 

 

Lamar Mason 

President 

Lamarmason4@gmail.com 

6713-221-9188 
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